SALT LAKE CITY — Con-
servation groups served notice
Thursday they intended to sue
the U.S. Fish and wildlife Ser-
vice for refusing to study wheth-
er to give federal protection to
prairie dogs known for their
ability to warn one another of
danger in explicit detail.

One  expert,
chikoff, a biology professor at
Northern Arizona University,
said the Gunnison’s prairie dog
has the most sophisticated com-
‘munications yet documented
‘among nhon-humans.

They can whistle different
alarm calls Tor different preda-
tors that signal particular man-
ners of escape, his studies have
found.

The alarm calls also describe
the general size, color and
speed of the predator, he said.
The Fish and Wildlife Service
says poisoning all but wiped
out the Gunnison’s prairie
dog from 1916 to 1961, but that
‘more recent decades may have
sustained a recovery in parts of
Arizona, Colorado, New Mexico
and Utah.

The agency said in a Federal
‘Register notice that it had nore-
liable estimates of the current
population, but acknowledged
available habitat for the prairie

Groups threaten Jawsuit
over whistling prairie dog

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Con Slobod-

dog has been shrinking and
that the plague can decimate
isolated populations, though
it’s less clear if prairie dogs are
occupying new territory when
they move from old stomping
grounds. ,

The Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice filed a “negative” finding
in February, saying it wouldn’t
conduct a -more exhaustive
review of possible protections
under the Endangered Species
Act. The agency, however, said
it plans to re-examine the prai-
rie dog’s status early next year,
after consulting wildlife agen-
cies in the Four Corners states.
Filing notice of a possible law-
suit Thursday were the Santa
Febased Forest Guardians, a
half-dozen other conservation
groups, five biologists and doz-
ens of others.

“No one expected a negative
finding on our petition,” Nicole
Rosmarino, conservation direc-
tor for Forest Guardians, said
Thursday. S

Just as unexpected, she said.,
was the agency’s pledge to re-
open the matter by this Fébru-
ary. “They’ve never done that
when they issue negative find-
ings. So I think it was a clear ad-
mission that something’s wrong
here,” Rosmarino said.




